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sooner acquaint us with your peace and concord, so much prayed for and
desired by us; and that we may rejoice in your good order/'

We have a large fragment of a second epistle of St Clement to the
Corinthians, found in the same Alexandrian manuscript of the Bible; from
which circumstance it appears to have been also read like the former in
many churches, which St Dionysius of Corinth expressly testifies of that
church, though it was not so celebrated among the ancients as the other.
In it our saint exhorts the faithful to despise this world and its false enjoy-
ments, and to have those which are promised us always before our eyes;
to pursue virtue with all our strength, and its peace will follow us with
the inexpressible delights of the promise of what is to come. The necessity
of perfectly subduing both the irascible and concupiscible passions of our
souls, he lays down as the foundation of a Christian life, in words which
St Clement of Alexandria enforces and illustrates. Besides these letters
of St Clement to the Corinthians, two others have been lately discovered,
which are addressed to spiritual eunuchs or virgins. Of these St Jerom
speaks, when he says of certain epistles of St Clement, " In the epistles
which Clement, the successor of the Apostle Peter, wrote to them, that is,
to such eunuchs, almost his whole discourse turns upon the excellence of
virginity/' These two letters were found in a manuscript copy of a Syriac
New Testament, by John James Westein, in 1752, and printed by him
with a Latin translation at Amsterdam in 1752, and again in 1757. A
French translation of them has been published, with short critical notes.
These letters are not unworthy this great disciple of St Peter; and in them
the counsels of St Paul concerning celibacy and virginity are explained,
that state is pathetically recommended, without prejudice to the honour
due to the holy state of marriage; and the necessity of shunning all
familiarity with persons of a different sex, and the like occasions of
incontinence is set in a true light.

St Clement with patience and prudence got through the persecution of
Domitian. Nerva's peaceable reign being very short, the tempest increased
under Trajan, who, even from the beginning of his reign, never allowed
the Christian assemblies. It was in the year 100 that the third general
persecution was raised by him, which was the more afflicting, as this reign
was in other respects generally famed for justice and moderation. Rufin,
Pope Zosimus, and the council of Bazas in 452, expressly styles St Clement
a martyr. In the ancient canon of the Roman mass, he is ranked among
the martyrs. Eusebius tells us, that St Clement departed this life in the
third year of Trajan, of Christ 100. From this expression some will have
it that he died a natural death; but St Clement says of St Paul, who
certainly died a martyr, that " he departed out of the world."1 It is also
objected^ that St Irenaeus gives the title of martyr only to St Telesphorus

1 Ep. ad Cor. c. v.